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Top billing went to OPA Master 
Signature member Charles 
Movalli, who spent the better part 
of the weekend skillfully fielding 
questions from eager participants.  
With a keen ability to impart 
knowledge while keeping things 
lively and entertaining, Charles 
lead off with a fascinating slide 
presentation discussing the old 
Masters.  
 
An integral part of the weekend’s 
success can be attributed to OPA 
Signature members Tom Bluem-
lein OPA and Howard Friedland 
OPA who gave audience members 
informative and interesting demon-
strations.  Both illustrated their 
unique painting styles that have 

made them successful, award win-
ning artists.  OPA president Neil 
Patterson OPAM was on hand to 
dispense helpful advice during an 
informative Q&A session on Sat-
urday.  Immediately following, 
artists were able to seek further 
counsel from Neil and his fellow 
cohorts. 

Owner of Quebracho 
Frames, Marcelo Bavaro 
discussed the history of 
framing, as well as other 
topics relating to high end 
custom framing.    The pre-
ferred framer for New 
York’s Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art, Bavaro ran out 
of time much to the dismay 
of OPA members who pep-
pered him with questions 
about selecting the right 
frame for the painting. 
 

Members who had the op-
portunity to attend the 2010 
Eastern Regional Show held 
October 15 through Novem-
ber 13 at Walls Gallery in 
Wilmington, North Carolina 
were in for a real treat. 
Owners Nancy Marshall and 
David Leadman worked 
tirelessly to provide OPA 
members with a non-stop, 
pack-filled weekend full of 
demonstrations and presen-
tations. 

Master Signature Division Gold Medal 
winner  ―A Good Smoke‖ painted by 

Kevin Macpherson OPAM 

―What Dreams May Come‖ won the Associate and Signature 
Division Gold Medal for Kevin C. Beilfuss 

EASTERN REGIONAL EXHIBITION ANNOUNCES WINNERS 
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MEET THE WINNER 
Kevin Beilfuss 

      
After graduating from Illinois State University and the American Academy 
of Art, Kevin set out on a free-lance illustration career which lasted thirteen 
years. Working mainly in the editorial area of illustration, his work consisted 
mostly of paintings for book covers and magazines. Some of his clients in-
cluded: Penguin Publishing, Houghton Mifflin, Harlequin, Signs of the 
Times, Guideposts, Readers Digest, and Golf Digest. 
 
"I had always dreamed of becoming an illustrator," explains the artist. "But 
the demands of painting someone else's ideas finally took it's toll. I decided 
that life is too short and that I had to paint from my heart. We're only given 
one chance at life, and I had to paint what was important to me. What's im-
portant to me", says Kevin, "is that I try to capture a little of what God has already created, in each of my paintings. 
One can obviously see the beauty in God's creation in the landscape, but for me it is even more profound when I see 
and experience that beauty in people. There is always something new and awe-inspiring to discover when painting 
the human figure." 
 
Kevin's work has been the subject of several one man shows as well as being included in such prestigious annual 
shows as the Oil Painters of America (Regional & National Exhibitions), The Great American Figurative Shows 
(Waterhouse Gallery, Santa Barbara), and  Salon International (Greenhouse Gallery, San Antonio). Kevin's award 
winning artwork can be seen at galleries throughout the U.S.  Kevin has won the Peoples Choice Award and an 
Award for Excellence at the OPA Eastern Regional Exhibitions in 2008, and 2009. He most recently received the 
Award for Excellence in Figurative Painting at the 2010 OPA National Exhibition. 
 
Kevin resides in the Chicago area with his wife Janice, and his son Drew.  

Howard Friedland OPA answering questions 
regarding his demonstration piece 

Tom Bluemlein OPA captivates his 
audience while describing his painting 

technique  

Juror of Awards Charles 
Movalli OPAM explains his 

jurying procedure at the awards 
ceremony 





 

Oil Painters of America celebrates its 
20th Annual Exhibition of Traditional 
Oils this June bringing artists and col-
lectors together to celebrate the ―best 
of the best‖ in traditional representa-
tional art. The OPA Annual Exhibi-
tion is a must-attend event for artists 
seeking to further their professional 
development and expand their net-
working opportunities. Collectors will 
enjoy the opportunity to meet and 
mingle with so many of today’s finest 
artists and industry professionals. 
 
Devin Galleries takes the spotlight as 
the exhibition’s host gallery where 
200 of the finest paintings will be on 
display from June 9 through July 10, 
2011.  This year’s opening reception 
will culminate with the highly antici-
pated awards ceremony where one 
deserving artist is selected to receive 
the highly coveted Gold Medal 
Award and $25,000 top prize.   In ad-
dition, OPA sponsors will once again 
provide members with significant 
cash and merchandise awards. 
 
OPA is very pleased that renowned 
artist Scott L. Christensen has agreed 
to serve as this year’s Juror of 
Awards.  At the top of his profession, 
Christensen is known for his vivid 
and awe inspiring landscapes. He is 
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recognized around the globe, as 
evidenced by his recent invitation 
to show in Russia’s Ilya Repin St. 
Petersburg State Academic Insti-
tute for Painting, Sculpture, and 
Architecture. 
 
Educational events will be held at 
the magnificent Coeur d’Alene Re-
sort in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, June 
8-12, 2011.   For those who can 
come early in the week,  local Ida-
hoan and OPA member Kyle Pali-
otto along with  help from his OPA 
peers will map out and lead plein 
air painting outings on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, June 7 & 8.    In-
door painters can participate in 
―Art in the Making‖ on Thursday 
at the exclusive shopping mall lo-
cated directly across the street from 
the Coeur d’Alene Resort. 
 
On Thursday evening, join the 
OPA Board of Directors at the wel-
come reception which will take 
place poolside, weather permitting!   
After a break for dinner, attendees 
can spend the evening with Master 
Signature artist Charles Movalli 
who will provide members with an 
entertaining and knowledgeable 
presentation on the Cape Ann art-
ists.  Mr. Movalli will also take 

center stage on Friday afternoon as 
this year’s Distinguished Artist. 
 
As always, OPA has a lot of help 
organizing this event from its many 
long-time sponsors. Magazines such 
as American Art Collector, Fine Art 
Connoisseur, Art of the West, and 
Southwest Art continue to support 
OPA in a multitude of ways and we 
want to express our gratitude for 
their assistance.   We have a strong 
list of loyal followers and we want 
to encourage members to take note 
of our sponsors and consider sup-
porting those who have been sup-
porting us for many years! 
 
Enclosed in this newsletter is the 
registration form with this year’s 
complete line-up of events.   Don’t 
miss our 20th Anniversary Celebra-
tory Cruise sponsored by none other 
than American Art Collector Maga-
zine.    For the second year in a row, 
American Art Collector is support-
ing OPA in a big way as they join 
OPA in OPA in commemorating 
this special anniversary by hosting 
an after dinner cruise on beautiful 
Lake Coeur d’Alene, Saturday eve-
ning, June 11th.  It should be a fun 
night for everyone! 

Mark Your Calendars 
OPA Celebrates Its 20th Anniversary 

June 6 – June 12, 2011 



 

2010 Shirl Smithson Scholarship Winner – 
Renate Reuter 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to extend a 
most gracious thank you to the Oil Painters of 
America for selecting me to receive a Shirl Smith-
son Scholarship last year.  In May, 2010 I attended 
Rob Liberace’s workshop entitled, ―The Classic 
Figure- A Modern Approach‖ held at the Southern 
Atelier in Sarasota. 
 
The workshop was a comprehensive exploration of 
anatomy with both drawing and painting and it also 
included a portrait demo. Time was devoted to the 
precise measurements of figure/body and muscle 
form. This was done in mediums with the emphasis 
on shaping with dark and light. In addition to vari-
ous drawing demonstrations the participants were 
shown a variety of approaches to painting the fig-
ure/portrait. He also demonstrated the monochro-
matic under painting techniques with earth tones 
and the adding of basic colors to achieve a success-
ful painting. 
 
In addition Rob taught techniques for handling the 
canvas and materials. All in all the participants 
found this to be one of the most informative and 
successful workshops they had attended.   Rob is a 
great artist and teacher and I would highly recom-
mend his workshop to anyone! 
 
Many thanks for this wonderful experience. 
 
Renate Reuter 
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Rob Liberace assisted each artist individually 

Examples of work studied 
were this portrait by Rob 

Libarace 

Crouching Figure by Rob 
Liberace 

OPA President Neil Patterson OPAM, with Drew 
Leadman, Juror of Awards Charles Movalli 

OPAM and Award of Excellence winner Cameron 
D. Smith with his painting ―A Moment’s Rest‖ 

Tanya M. Harsch with her entry ―Sebbie Flying 
over the City‖ 



 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 
 

ENTRY SIZE — Not all exhibitions have the same size specifications for entries.  Please make certain that your 
entry fits within the size constraints specified in the prospectus for each show.   
 

CHANGING ARTIST INFORMATION  -  When updating your address you must change it on both the OPA 
membership database AND the Juried Art Services website.  These two sites work independently of each other.  
Also, please confirm that the name that appears on the OPA site is exactly the same as that which appears on the 
Juried Art Services site. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OPA’S NEW SIGNATURE 

 AND MASTER SIGNATURE 
MEMBERS 

 
Congratulations to Ned Mueller who 
was selected to receive the designa-
tion of Master Signature status.   
Ned joins a distinguished group of 
artists who have consistently dem-
onstrated exceptional merit and ac-
complishment in representational oil 
painting.   The Master Signature 
Advisory Committee, comprised of 
five Master Signature members, is 
charged with reviewing candidates’ 
applications for this status.  See Mr. 
Mueller in action as he demonstrates 
his painting expertise at this year’s 
20th National Exhibition. 
 
Congratulations to the following 
OPA members who recently were 
selected to receive Signature status:   
Daud M. Akhriev, Mitch Baird, 
Kimberly Casebeer, Kathleen Dun-
phy, Nancy Franke, Meadow Gist, 
Robert Hagberg, Johanna Harmon, 
Dali Higa, Timothy Horn, Grace 
Kim, Bryce Liston, April Raber,  
Elizabeth Robbins, Debbie Stevens, 
John Taft and Jian Wu.    Signature 
membership may be conferred to an 
artist of exceptional merit who is a 
member in good standing and who 
has exhibited in at least three OPA 
National Shows or two OPA Na-

tional Shows and three Regional 
Shows.  (Regional Shows must be 
within the last 5 years)  The Signa-
ture Member Advisory Committee, 
comprised of five Master Signa-
ture members, is charged with re-
viewing candidates’ applications 
for this status. 
 
Annual Business Meeting 
You are invited to attend the An-
nual General Business Meeting of 
OPA on Sunday, June 12, at 8:00 
a.m. at the Coeur d’Alene Resort, 
155 South Second Street,  Coeur 
d’Alene, ID 83814.  This is your 
opportunity to meet the Board of 
Directors, learn more about OPA 
activities, participate in the annual 
election of Directors, ask questions 
and offer suggestions.  All mem-
bers are welcome to submit their 
resume for future consideration on 
the Board. A slate of candidates 
will be submitted for election this 
June as follows: 
 
  Howard Friedland OPA (2013) 
  John Michael Carter OPA (2013) 
  Ken Cadwallader OPA (2013) 
  Neil Patterson OPAM (2013) 
  Zhiwei Tu OPAM (2013) 
 
Scholarship Applications 
Congratulations to OPA Members 
Christine Debrosky, Clarkdale, 
Arizona; Ying Liu, Cypress, Cali-

fornia; and student winner Adam 
Nowak Montgomery, Illinois for 
being the Shirl Smithson Scholar-
ship Winners for 2011. 
 
This year the Shirl Smithson 
Scholarship will be awarded to 
four OPA members with $500 
each to be used at a workshop on 
representational art. 
 
Suggested locations include 
Barnsite Art Studio & Gallery, 
Scottsdale Artist’s School, and the 
Fredericksburg Artists’ School. 
 
By December 1, potential recipi-
ents should submit a written re-
quest together with an artist’s 
statement, artist’s resume and six 
representational slides of his/her 
work.  The request should be sent 
to the OPA General Office and 
designated ―Scholarship Applica-
tion.‖ 
 
7th Annual Great Paint Out  
If you are interested in coordinat-
ing a Paint Out in your state, 
please send us an e-mail for more 
information.  This is a great oppor-
tunity to network with your peers.  
Paint Outs should take place dur-
ing the months of September, Oc-
tober, and November.  Please e-
mail Karlene Mondloch at:                                                   
Membership@oilpaintersofamerica.com.               

NOTES FROM YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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2010 PAINT OUTS 

The Virginia Paint Out was held on October 30 and 
hosted by Marla Coleman.  A total of 23 artists partici-
pated in this beautifully sunny day of painting. 

Nell Chesley takes time to 
smile for the camera 

Chuck Larivey proudly 
shows off his finished 

work of art 

The Louisiana Paint Out was held on No-
vember 13th at the very beautiful gardens of 
the Houmas House Plantation, southeast of 
Baton Rouge.  The event was hosted by 
Elaine Kuehler. 
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Roger Alderman's painting "Back 
Street" was awarded second place in 
the 2011 Painters of the American 
West Showcase. This event was 
held in conjunction with the Tucson 
Plein Air Painters Society Artist 
Member Show. 
 
Amery Bohling is proud to an-
nounce the opening of her new gal-
lery in Scottsdale, Arizona.  Amery 
recently received the Best of Show 
Award at the Scottsdale Artists 
School Beaux Art Instructors Exhi-
bition.  She was also in the Grand 
Canyon Art Festival last fall and 
will be participating in the Cowgirl 
UP! Exhibition, March 2011. 
 
James W. Bruce, Jr. OPA has 
been commissioned to paint a 

48‖X96‖ landscape for the ―Great 
Room‖ of the new Judicial Center 
which will be the home of the 
Oklahoma Supreme Court and the 
Oklahoma Court of Appeals.  The 
painting will be a landscape de-
picting one of the lakes of Okla-
homa – one of the state’s impor-
tant natural and man-made re-
sources.  
 
Mary Jane Q Cross is pleased to 
announce that Q Cross Atelier has 
opened their New Showroom in  
Woodstock, Vermont in January 
2011. To quote Mary Jane ―It is an 
unexpected dream come true!‖ 
 
Nina Fritz was asked to be the 
courtroom artist for the Federal 

Healthcare Bill Oral Arguments 
held in Pensacola, Florida in De-
cember. 
 
Two of Elaine Hahn's Paint-
ings were accepted into the 2010 
Paint America Mini Top 50 Compe-
tition and "Wekiva Sunrise" won the 
2010 Mini50 Grand Prize Purchase 
Award. The paintings will be in the 
Paint America Traveling Exhibit 
throughout 2011 showing across 
the country. 
 
Micaiah Hardison’s painting ―Surf 
Lesson‖ was accepted into the Salon  
International at Greenhouse Gallery, 
Texas.  Also, Micaiah was honored 
to be included in the November is-
sue of Southwest Art Magazine ―21 
Over 31‖ competition. 

PAINTING OUR FUTURE 
NEWS BRIEFS AND SPECIAL OCCASIONS 

Artists included Dana Mosby, Kathy Stone, Barbara 
Deville, Kathy Statham, Katie McGarry, Jane Brown 

and hostess Elayne Kuehler. 



 

Painting Our future con’t. 
 
Ann Hardy OPA was awarded the 
―Best Still Life‖ award in the Na-
tional Oil and Acrylic Painters Soci-
ety National Exhibition held Sep-
tember through November, 2010. 
 
Laura Koller is pleased to an-
nounce that her painting ―Diamond 
Z Bar‖ has been accepted into ―The 
Illusion of Reality‖ museum exhibi-
tion sponsored by the International 
Guild of Realism.  This will be a 
traveling exhibition on tour for 2 to 
3 years, visiting between 10 and 15 
museums across the United States. 

Shelly Salter has been juried into 
the Bonita Springs Art League’s 
art community at the Promenade. 
 
Bill Schneider OPA has one of 
his paintings featured in the Janu-
ary issue of Southwest Art Maga-
zine’s article ―The Good Guys—
Masculine Portraits from Six Tal-
ented Artists‖.  The painting is 
―Studied at the Repin‖, a portrait 
of Misha.  Bill is also pleased to 
announce that ―Red Heat‖ received 
an Honorable Mention in the 
―Outside the Box‖ category in the 
Portrait Society of America Mem-
ber’s Only Competition. 
 

Hodges Soileau OPA won a First 
Place Award for his painting ―A 
Summer Afternoon‖ in the Portrait 
Society of America Members Only 
Competition. 
 
Line' Tutwiler won the Best of 
Show ―Gold‖ at the Acadia Invita-
tional II 2010 in Bar Harbor, Maine. 
 
OPA wishes to apologize for their 
error in including erroneous infor-
mation in the Fall, 2010 Brush-
strokes concerning Renate Reuter.  
We incorrectly reported that Renate 
was juried into the Bonita Springs 
Art League’s art community at the 
Promenade.  We apologize for this 
incorrect listing. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
September 1 – Deadline for submission for 2011 Master Signature membership status.  Minimum requirement is 
current Signature status. 
 
October 15 – Deadline for submission for Signature membership status.  Minimum requirement is having been 
juried into three OPA National Exhibitions or two National Exhibitions and three regional shows.  (Regional 
shows must be within the last 5 years.) 

 
December 1 – Deadline for submission for 2011 Shirl Smithson Memorial Scholarship. 
 

NATIONAL EXHIBITIONS 
 

April, 2012: Twenty First Annual National Juried Exhibition at Weatherburn Gallery, Naples, Florida. 
 

REGIONAL EXHIBITIONS 
 

2011 Eastern Regional – Addison Gallery  -  Orleans, Massachusetts 
Sept. 17 – Oct. 15  -  Painting Size:  Associate and Signature members 432 sq. inches  -   Masters:  720 sq. inches 
 
2011 Western Regional – Lee Youngman Gallery  -  Calistoga, California 
Oct. 8 – Oct. 30  -  Painting Size: 1200 sq. inches 
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Daniel Keys
Lilies, Tulips & Stock
D-DK-1 • 3h 30m • $85*

Jeffrey R. Watts
Gesture Portraits

D-JFWT-3 • 5 hours • $150*
9 Total Gesture Portraits

Johnnie Liliedahl
Sarah
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Dan Gerhartz
Mother’s Locket

D-DG-1 • 6 hours • $175*
Special Re-issued DVD

Dan Gerhartz

Morgan Weistling
Homework

D-MW-1 • 10 hours • $195*

* prices listed do not include shipping & handling costs.
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OIL PAINTERS OF AMERICA 
Representational, Inc. 
 
Post Office Box 2488 
Crystal Lake, IL  60039-2488 
General Office Tel and Fax: 815-356-5987 
Executive Office Tel and Fax: 847-934-1721 
Web: www.oilpaintersofamerica.com  

www.ClassicGalleryFraming.com

CLASSIC 

G a l l e ry  F r a m i n g  I n c .

www.ClassicGalleryFraming.com • Toll free: 1-800-892-8855 • email: info@classicgalleryframing.com
Proud Sponsor of The Oil Painters of America Since 2001 

• Closed Corner Plein Air Frames    
• Gallery Frames   • Hand Finished Artisan Frames 

• Seamless Linen Liners  
• Wholesale Prices   • Volume Discounts 

• Quick Turnaround  • Free Shipping*Neil Patterson, OPAM, RMPAP    ‘Red Roof’ 
Frame Model: C-2

*On orders over $500.00 (Continental USA)

Frame Model: C-10

Wholesale Framing 

Frame Model: C-11

to Galleries & Artists
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